March 6, 2023

This is, I think, a man whose time
has come. I wish he would have been al-
ready on the bench. We will have a
chance to rectify that with our move
to cloture today and then, hopefully, in
a couple of days later, his confirmation
as a judge from the Western District of
Virginia.

So I heartily join my friend Senator
KAINE and urge the confirmation of
Judge Ballou as a judge to the Western
District of Virginia.

With that, Madam President, I yield
the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 31, Robert
Stewart Ballou, of Virginia, to be United
States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Sherrod Brown, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Raphael G. Warnock,
Gary C. Peters, Jack Reed, Christopher
A. Coons, Brian Schatz, Tina Smith,
Ben Ray Lujan, Elizabeth Warren, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Christopher Murphy,
Tammy Baldwin, Alex Padilla.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Robert Stewart Ballou, of Virginia,
to be United States District Judge for
the Western District of Virginia, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), and
the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 59,
nays 35, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 40 Ex.]

YEAS—59
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Rounds
Brown Kelly Schatz
Cantwell Kennedy Schumer
Capito King Shaheen
Cardin Klqlguchar Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey
Coons McConnell T'est.er
Cornyn Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murkowski Warner
Durbin Murphy Warnock
Gillibrand Murray Warren
Graham Ossoff Welch
Grassley Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
NAYS—35

Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Braun Hawley Rubio
Britt Hoeven Schmitt
Budd Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Thune
Cramer Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis Vance
Cruz Marshall X

. Wicker
Daines Moran
Ernst Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—6

Barrasso Fetterman Sanders
Feinstein Risch Sullivan

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.

SMITH). On this vote, the yeas are 59,
the nays are 35.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, on
February 14, I successfully underwent
surgery for prostate cancer. I am grate-
ful to the doctors and other medical
professionals who provided me with ex-
cellent care, and I am glad to be back
in the Senate working for the people of
Pennsylvania. As the result of my med-
ical treatment, I required several
weeks of recovery and thus missed sev-
eral votes in the Senate. The outcome
of these votes was unaffected by my ab-
sence, but I wish for the record to
show, had I not been absent due to my
cancer treatment and recovery, how I
would have voted on the following
votes: yea on vote number 11, on the
confirmation of Gina R. Mendez-Miro
to be U.S. District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Puerto Rico; yea on vote num-
ber 12, on the motion to invoke cloture
on Lindsay C. Jenkins to be U.S. Dis-
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trict Judge for the Northern District of
Illinois; yea on vote number 13, on the
confirmation of Lindsay C. Jenkins to
be U.S. District Judge for the Northern
District of Illinois; yea on vote number
14, on the motion to invoke cloture on
Matthew L. Garcia to be U.S. District
Judge for the District of New Mexico;
yea on vote number 15, on the con-
firmation of Matthew L. Garcia to be
U.S. District Judge for the District of
New Mexico; yea on vote number 16, on
the motion to invoke cloture on Adri-
enne C. Nelson to be U.S. District
Judge for the District of Oregon; yea
on vote number 17, on confirmation of
Adrienne C. Nelson to be U.S. District
Judge for the District of Oregon; yea
on vote 18, on the motion to invoke
cloture on Ana C. Reyes to be U.S. Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Colum-
bia; yea on vote 19, on the motion to
invoke cloture on Daniel J. Calabretta
to be U.S. District Judge for the East-
ern District of California; yea on vote
20, on confirmation of Ana C. Reyes to
be U.S. District Judge for the District
of Columbia; yea on vote 21, on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on Lester Mar-
tinez Lopez to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense; yea on vote 22, on
confirmation of Daniel J. Calabretta to
be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern
District of California; yea on vote 23,
on the confirmation of Lester Mar-
tinez-Lopez to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense; yea on vote number
24, on the motion to invoke cloture on
the nomination of Maria Araujo Kahn
to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Second
Circuit.

Due to my medical treatment on
February 14, I also missed committee
hearings and other Senate business
when the Senate was in session from
February 14 to February 17.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL JIMMY
SULLIVAN

e Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, for some veterans, serving their
country meant foregoing their own
dreams so that millions of Americans
would have the opportunity to pursue
theirs. That is true for U.S. Marine Cpl
Jimmy Sullivan of Foley, a star line-
backer at Vigor High School in Mobile,
who always dreamed of playing football
for Coach Paul ‘“‘Bear’” Bryant at the
University of Alabama.

But when the offer letter came from
Coach Bryant, Corporal Sullivan knew
that he could not accept because he
saw the many Americans who were
dying in the Vietnam war. So instead
of following his dream to play college
football, he dropped out of high school
to enlist in the U.S. Marine Corps at
the age of 18.

The two-time Purple Heart recipient
recalls several close calls during his 2
years in Vietnam, but a particular ex-
perience stands out in his mind. One
foggy day while transporting deceased
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American soldiers, Corporal Sullivan
heard a voice repeatedly tell him to
turn around. After looking around, he
finally turned to discover an enemy
soldier waiting in the bushes to attack
him. Despite receiving multiple gun-
shot wounds from the encounter, he
still believes that voice saved his life,
making him one of the few from his
company who returned home alive.
Through it all, when you ask him
about his military service, his response
is “I wouldn’t change ONE thing.”’

Not one to be idle, Corporal Sullivan
became an operator for Chevron Oil
Company and now works as a security
guard for Sidwell Protection Services.
In addition to being a beloved ‘‘Pop,”
Corporal Sullivan is actively involved
in his congregation at Bibleway Assem-
bly of God Church in Foley, where he
serves as a deacon and helps in commu-
nity outreach efforts. His grit and
courage is an inspiration to us all.

I am proud to recognize Corporal Sul-
livan as the March Veteran of the
Month.e

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the President Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 347. An act to require the Executive
Office of the President to provide an infla-
tion estimate with respect to Executive or-
ders with a significant effect on the annual
gross budget, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-633. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, a letter relative to the
withdrawal of the January 27, 2023 trans-
mittal of D.C. Act 24-789, the Revised Crimi-
nal Code Act of 2022; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-634. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 25-13, “Tipped Minimum Wage
Increase Implementation Clarification Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2023”’; to the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, and
Mr. COONS):

S. 654. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Improvements for the Nation Act
to reauthorize Delaware River Basin con-
servation programs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
CARPER):

S. 6565. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit high deductible
health plans to provide chronic disease pre-
vention services to plan enrollees prior to
satisfying their plan deductible; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 6566. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to revise the rules for approval
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs of com-
mercial driver education programs for pur-
poses of veterans education assistance, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MORAN, and
Mr. BROWN):

S. 657. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a tax credit for
neighborhood revitalization, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr.
LEE):

S. 658. A bill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to make adjustments to the envi-
ronmental quality incentives program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 659. A bill to amend chapter 38 of title
31, United States Code, relating to civil rem-
edies, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 660. A bill to establish a program to in-
crease drinking water and wastewater sys-
tem threat preparedness and resilience, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 661. A bill to require an interagency
study on the environmental and energy im-
pacts of crypto-asset mining, to assess
crypto-asset mining compliance with the
Clean Air Act, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, and Mr. KELLY):

S. 662. A bill to amend the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act to create a new
national program to support mid-career
workers, including workers from underrep-
resented populations, in reentering the
STEM workforce, by providing funding to
small- and medium-sized STEM businesses so
the businesses can offer paid internships or
other returnships that lead to positions
above entry level; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Ms.
ERNST):
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S. 663. A bill to amend title II of the Social
Security Act to eliminate the waiting peri-
ods for disability insurance benefits and
Medicare coverage for individuals with meta-
static breast cancer, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
CooNs, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. KAINE):

S. 664. A bill to ensure that Social Security
beneficiaries receive regular statements
from the Social Security Administration,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Ms.
CoLLINS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
KING, Mr. THUNE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. COONS, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. WICKER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CRAMER, and Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 665. A bill to provide incentives to physi-
cians to practice in rural and medically un-
derserved communities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. Res. 94. A resolution memorializing
those lost to the COVID-19 pandemic; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 10
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 10, a bill to improve the workforce
of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 127
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 127, a bill to prevent unfair and
deceptive acts or practices and the dis-
semination of false information related
to pharmacy benefit management serv-

ices for prescription drugs, and for
other purposes.

S. 176
At the request of Mr. KING, the

names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 176, a bill to amend the
Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 to ex-
tend and expand the Market Access
Program and the Foreign Market De-
velopment Cooperator Program.
S. 252

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
252, a bill to direct the Federal Trade
Commission to prescribe rules prohib-
iting the marketing of firearms to mi-
nors, and for other purposes.

S. 305

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
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